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 Security Professionals Take Time Out to Educate Children, Their Parents and Teachers about 
Cyber Risks 

 
Global Program Launches in Switzerland, with 35 Volunteers Ready to Visit Local Schools 

 
Zurich and Geneva, Switzerland, 5 February 2012 – Schools in Switzerland have a new, free resource 
to call upon in the effort to ensure the students, teachers and parents are informed of how to 
take advantage of the Internet securely. To commemorate Safer Internet Day 2013, the (ISC)² 
Foundation announced today the availability of the (ISC)2 Safe and Secure Online program, 
which has prepared volunteers from their membership, all (ISC)²-certified information security 
experts, to visit schools across the country and talk about the most serious cyber risks faced by 
young people, including cyber bullying, online grooming, sexting, and more. Driven in large part 
by the members of the (ISC)2 Chapter for Switzerland, the program currently boasts 35 
volunteers all around Switzerland from Geneva to Scuol and able to guide children in German, 
French, Italian and where appropriate English.  
 
“Every child today understands that crossing the street without looking for cars is dangerous 
because their parents and teachers have had the instincts to teach them how to be safe. Today, 
too many children and young people are spending increasing amounts of their lives online, 
without the benefit of any guidance while parents and teachers admit they aren’t equipped to 
show them the way,” explains Richard Lane, Board Member of the (ISC)2 Swiss Chapter who is 
spearheading the launch of (ISC)2 Safe and Secure Online in Switzerland.    
 
The Safe and Secure Online program is a global initiative run by the (ISC)2 Foundation, a 
charitable trust founded by (ISC)2, the not-for-profit professional body that certifies the 
volunteers who visit the schools. The volunteers are knowledgeable security specialists 
responsible for protecting information assets in business and government, including major 
organisations, such as banks, charities, law firms, utilities and other corporations.  They have 
worked, with the support of former teachers from Childnet International, to share their 
expertise in the development of presentations and a highly interactive classroom program.   
 
Materials include hard-hitting videos and cover both risks to personal safety and the systems 
and devices children use.  Advice given includes how to avoid identity theft, recognise dangers 
with common practices such as geo-tagging, manage passwords, safely download music, avoid 
falling into malicious traps, and how to safely interact online and know where to go for help. 
 

“The (ISC)2 Safe and Secure Online program aligns very well with the e-safety messages we 

provide to our student body, ” says David Woods, Directeur du Secondaire at the École 

Internationale de Genève, recipients of the first SSO presentation in Switzerland in January, “
The fact that it is presented by external experts in their field resonates well with both students 

and parents, and lends additional credibility and impact to the key messages of the program.”  
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Safe and Secure Online was launched in 2006 in the United Kingdom and has grown to a cadre 
of over 800 volunteers who visit and outreach to schools, contribute to the development of 
materials and host parent/teacher sessions in the UK, United States, Canada, Hong Kong and 
now Switzerland. In addition to the presentations, in-school surveys conducted in the United 
Kingdom provides dynamic insight into developing behavior of the young people volunteers 
speak to and ensures materials are current.  This data, collected by (ISC)² suggests that most of 
the children from the age of 10 are online every day, many late at night on school nights; that 
there is wide spread flouting of age limits on social networking sites; that young children are 
exposed to rude and violent behaviour in socially-networked over-18 rated games, and a 
significant number are putting themselves in physical danger, admitting they have met an online 
friend in person. 
 
“The risks are not theoretical which is why this has become such an important issue for schools, 
with the impacts of excessive online activities including deteriorating grades and attendance 
issues, and with cyber-bullying become ever more prevalent.  Educating children early in safe, 
secure, and ethical online behavior will also help them as they progress into the workforce, as 
they will have developed a healthy respect for, and awareness of, the pitfalls that abound 
online,” continues Richard Lane. 
 
“Many parents, and teachers, are unaware of both the activities of youngsters online and the 
level of risk to which they are exposed,” says Jean Marcel Haeberli, Head of IT Operations for an 
important watchmaker group, and SSO volunteer.  “We, as CISOs however, deal with these risks 
on a daily basis and have a wealth of knowledge in this area.  I volunteered for the Safe and 
Secure Online program, because I feel that, by giving up a little of my free time, I could make a 
difference in helping children to protect themselves using the knowledge and skills I can share.” 
 
All (ISC)² volunteers undergo training to cover the program material and ensure they are aware 
of child safety concerns, what to do in case of disclosure, and how to communicate effectively 
with children. Schools interested in benefitting from this free resource can learn more at 
www.isc2cares.com, or contact the (ISC)2 Switzerland Chapter at sso@isc2chapter-
switzerland.ch to organize a session.  
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About the (ISC)2® Foundation 
The (ISC)2 Foundation is a non-profit charitable trust that aims to make the cyber world safer for 
everyone by supporting cyber security education and awareness in the community through its 
programs and the efforts of its members. Through the (ISC)2 Foundation, (ISC)2’s global 
information security expert membership of over 87,000 the Foundation seek to ensure children 
everywhere have a positive, productive and safe experience online, to spur the development of 
the next generation of cyber security professional, and to illuminate major issues facing the 
industry now and in the future. For more information, please visit www.isc2cares.org. 
 

About (ISC)²  
(ISC)² is the largest not-for-profit membership body of certified information security 
professionals worldwide, with over 87,000 members in more than 135 countries. Globally 
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recognized as the Gold Standard, (ISC)² issues the Certified Information Systems Security 
Professional (CISSP®) and related concentrations, as well as the Certified Secure Software 
Lifecycle Professional (CSSLP®), Certified Authorization Professional (CAP®), and Systems 
Security Certified Practitioner (SSCP®) credentials to qualifying candidates. (ISC)²’s certifications 
are among the first information technology credentials to meet the stringent requirements of 
ISO/IEC Standard 17024, a global benchmark for assessing and certifying personnel. (ISC)² also 
offers education programs and services based on its CBK®, a compendium of information 
security topics. More information is available at www.isc2.org. 

 
© 2013, (ISC)² Inc. (ISC)², CISSP, ISSAP, ISSMP, ISSEP, CSSLP, CAP, SSCP and CBK are registered 
marks of (ISC)², Inc. 
 
Follow (ISC)² on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.  
 

http://www.isc2.org/
http://www.facebook.com/isc2fb
http://www.twitter.com/isc2
http://www.youtube.com/isc2tv

